Poison Leases, Toodyay.

Legislatibe Assemblp,

Thursduy, 24th September, 1896.

Moszsage: Appropriution for Judges' Pensions Bill and
Metropalitan Waterworks Bill—-Gronting of Poison
Leases in Tondyny District-—Question : Delays in
denling with applications uuder Homestends Act,
&e.~-Question: jtupaira to Knowle Hospital at Fre-
mantle—Question : Removal of lamps (row Midland
Rulway carriazes—Registration of Firms Bill : {first
reading—Western_Australion Bank (private) Bill:
third rending -DMessase: Assent to Bills-~ Perth
Purk Streets or Hoads Closure Bill : second read.
ing; in gonuniltee—3detropolitan Waterworks Bill :
geeond readivg ; in cotnmittee ; re-cownmitted -
Colo:\inl Passengers Bill: second reading—Adjonrn.
ment.

Tre SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

Pravers.

MESSAGE — APPROYRIATION FOR
JOUDGES' PENSIONS BILL AND
METROPOLITAN ‘WATERWORKS
BILL.

The following Message was presented
to Mr. Speaker by the Premier, and the
same was read :—

“ FERARD SMITH,
** Governor.

“Tn accordance with the requirements
“ of Section 67 of © The Constitution Act,’
‘““the Governor recoinmends to the Legis-
“lative Assembly that an appropriation
“be made out of the Consolidated
“ Revenue Fund for the purposes of the
“uadermentioned Bills, intituled respec-
“tively, ‘An Act providing for the
“ Pensions of the Judges of the Supreme
“(Court,” and * An Act for the Purchase,
“Extension, and Management of the
“ Metropolitan Waterworks.

“ Government House, Perth, 24th Sep-
“tember, 1896."

QUESTION — GRANTING OF POISON
LEASES IN TOODYAY DISTRICT.

Me. THROSSELL, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Crown
Lands,—1. Whether any poison leases
had been granted in the Toodyay District
during the past twelve months, and what
was the area of all such leases. z.
Whether settlers in the locality protested
aguinst the issue of any such lease. 3.
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Whether applications for land for con-
ditivnal purchase bad been made by
settlers in same locality and refused, owing
to the land having already been disposed
of as a poison leuse.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Houn. A. R. Richardson) re-
plied :—1. Some 11,000 acres of poison
land were applied for in the Toodyay
District, and conditionally on 2,000 acres
being excised and tuken up by applicant
under conditional purchase, 9,000 acres
were provisionally approved in March
last—the land in guestion being originally
portion of the Midlund Railway Com-
yauy’'s Coucession, but which they, rathet
than pay for some fencing erected on it
by the lessee, abandoned without com-
pensation or consideration. 2. I believe,
since the date of such approval, some few
hundred neres of the best portion of the
said area were applied for under condi-
tional purchase, and also a protest made
by a few individuals against the land
being granted as a poison lease; but it
appeared to me that it would not have
heen treating the original applicant with
just consideration to approve such appli-
cations; and, moreover, the balance of
the land (svine 8,000 acres), which were
of poor quality, would then have remained
unoceupied and unimproved.

QUESTION — DELAYS 1IN DEALING
WITH APPLICATIONS UNDER HOME-
STEADS ACT, &e.

Mr. THROSSELL, in accordance
with notiee, asked the Commissioner of
Crown Lands, Whether he was aware of
the unreasonable delay said to exist in
the Lands Office in dealing with upplica-
tions for land under the homestead block
conditional purchase Act, and whether he
would take action to inquire into the
matter, and urge greater promptitude on
the part of the department.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) replied:
I am aware that there is a certain amount
of unavoidable delay in dealing with
applications, and find that for some little
time past the delays have heen greater
than usweal owing to pressure of other
business; but special steps have lately
been taken to clear off arrears, and the
work is now as nearly up to date as its
nature will admit of.
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QUESTION —REPALRS 'I'0 KNOWLE
HOSPITAL AT FREMANTITLE.

Mr., SOLOMON. in accordance with
notice, asked the Direetor of Public
Works, Whether vepairs to the Knowle
at Fremantte were near completion, and
when the building would he ready for
use for hospital purposes.

Tuz DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied—
r. The repairs will he completed the first
week in October next, and ward accom-
wodation for 36 heds will be ready for
use on that date. 2. Additional ward
aceommedation for 12 beds will be ready
for use the fivst week in December next.

QUESTION REMOVAL OF LAMPS FROM
MIDLAND RAILWAY CARRIAGES.

Mr. LEFROY, in accordance with
notice, usked the Commissioner of Rail-
wuys: 1. Why the lamps were removed
from the Midland Railway Cowmpany’s
carriages on the arrival of the night
train at the Midlund Juonction, and the
passengers loft fo travel thence to Perth
in total darkness. 2. Whether the Con-
misgioner would he good enough Lo take
immediate steps to remedy this incon-
yenienee.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hou. F. H. Piesse) replied:
i. The Midland Railway management
insist on remaving the lamps from their
trains on their arrival at the Midland
Junction. Owing to the large number
of carriages employed on the opening
of the Kalgoorlic line, there was an
insufficient supply of lamps at Midland
Junction during that week. 2. The
inconvenience will not oconr again.

REGISTRATION OF FIRMS BELL.

Introduced by Mr. RanpeLL, and read
 first tine.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
(PRIVATE) BILL.

BANK

THIRD READING.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Bart), before moving the third reading,
gaid he had promised to confer with the
bank authorities on the subject of re-
issuing notes, and especially dirty notes. |
He had conferred accordingly, and, with |
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reference  to the  objection wrged by
the member for Nuanoine, that  the
re-issue and consequent circulation of
soiled or dirty notes was u means of
disseminating disease or a source of
danger, the hon. member had exhibited a
note of this bank on the previous duy

© which was in jast such a condition aus

notes sometimes got into through cir-
culating From hand to hand among the
public.  He did not know whether the
particular note had been issued from the
bank on the day in question, but it cer-
tainly was in a bad condition. He was
informed Ly the bunk authorities that
every cave and precaution were taken
to destroy all notes that were unfit {or
re-tgsne, and thut, as u matter of fact,
notes ware continually being burnt when
unfit for re-issue. Tf this bank. heing
w local institution, was to he prohibited
by this Bill from re-issuing its notes,
and be compelled to destroy every note
that was returned to the banlk, even
notes that were as clean as when
first issued, then he was assured that
the privilege of issuing notes would
become of no value to the banlk, because
the expense of furnishing new mnotes
would be so large that it wonld net he
worth the while of the bank to exercise
the power of issuings its own notes. It
was well-kuown that notes were often
returned to the bank withina day or two
after issue, and were absolutely us clean
as when issved ; so that to require notes
in such cases to be destroyed would be
an nnpecessary restriction, as a great
number of clean notes would have to be
cancelled and destroyed along with the
dirty notes, whereas the practice at pre-
sent was to destroy only the notes that
were no longer fit for re-issue.  In many
cases notes circulated among the public
for a considerable time before being paid
into the bank at all; and if, in passing
through many hands, the notes got dirty,
the hank could hardly be blamed for that.
He did not think sufficient reason had
been shown for asking the House to
deprive this local bank of the power of
re-1ssning its notes, and especially as this
would be the only bank in the enlony to
which the restriction would apply. It
waould he well if the matter were left as
it stood, and this and other banking
questions could be considered when the
time came, as he believed it would before
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long, when u general I)auking Jaw, not
only for this colony but for the whole of
Aunstralin, would have to be enacted.
That subject bad been remitted to the
Federal Council of Australia on two
oceasions by this House, and he bad good
reason to believe, from correspondence
which reached him, that the question was
receiving the attention of authorities in
Sydney and in one or two other colonies.
A banking law should be a federal
concern. He had had the matter in his
mind for some yvears, and knowing that
it. was under consideration also in other
colonies, and believing the Federal

Council would be o better authority to deal .

with banking laws, he had advised this

Government to abstain from bringing for- .
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ward a general measure on banking for -

this colony. Amnother point he had pro-
mised to consider, in connection with this
Bill, was whether any exchange was pay-
able on the notes of the bank when pre-

than that at which the note had been
originally issued. He was informed that
the Western Australian Bank never had
charged commission in such a case, nor
had exchange been paid by any customer,
as far as he could learn; also he was
assured it was nof. the practice of other
banks doing business 1n this colony to
charge exchange on their own notes, when
the notes had been issued in the colony
at another branch of the same bank., If
notes came from another colony, and
were presented for payment at o branch
in this colony, exchange was usually
charged, and he believed that was the
general practice.  He moved that the
Bill be now read a third time.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH said he could
assure the Houso that the banks, melud-
ing this bank, did not issue clean notes
in every instance, for he had received
over the counter of banks in this colony
notes that had been pasted over with
Government paper taken from the edges
of postage stamps, and patched together
in that way for re-issue. The £10 note
he had exhibited to members in that
House on the previous day was so tattered
that he had to use a considerable amount
of Government puper in order to make it
presentable at the bank, althongh he
must say the note was duly cashed as a
good one. Still, it was bardly in a pre-

sentable condition ; but he had no doubt
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the same note would be re-issued aguin
from that bank, perhaps after some
further mending with gummed strips.
He could understand that it would be
unfair to place the Western Australiun
Bauk, as a local institution, under any
restraint that was not imposed on other
banks doing business in this colony. In
view of the carly possibility of a banking
law for the whole of Australin being
placed before the Federal Couneil, as
suggested, he had pleasure in supporting
the motion for the third reading of the
Bill.

Question pot and passed.

Bill read a third time, and transmitied
to the Legislative Council.

MESSAGE—ASSENT TO BILLS.
The following Messuge from His Ex-

| cellency the Governor was delivered to

»and read by Mr. Speaker:—-
sented at a branch of the same bank, other - A0C read by A Speator

“ (fERARD SaITy,
“ Governor.

“The Governor has the honour to in-
“form the Legislative Assembly that
“he has this day assented, in Her
“ M:]l.jesty’s name, to the undermentioned
“ Bills -

1. An Act to anthavise the raising of
o sum of Two Million Five Hundred
“ Thousand Pounds by Loan, for the pur-
“pose of providing a Permanent Water
“ Supply for the Coolgardie Goldfields.”

2. “An Act to amend the Compunies
“ Act, 18937

3. “An Aet {o amend the Law with
“ reference to Powers of Aftorney.”

4. An Act to confirm certain Expendi-
“fure for the yeur ending 30tk June, One
“ thousand eight hundred and ninety-five.”

5. “An Act to amend the Agricullurel

- “Bank Act, 18947

6. “ An Act to make provision for the

©« Adoption of Children.”

7. “An Aef 1o vefer certain Malters to
“the Federal Counerl.”

8. “An Act lo amend the Sizfcenth
“ Seclion of the Married Women's Property
“ Acf, 1892

9. “An Act for closing portions of
“certain Streets or Rouds.”

10, “ An Act to amend the Iuw relaling
“lo the Summary Jurisdiclion of Magis-
“frates in reference to Married Women.”
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11. “ An Aet to amend the Law relafing
“to Municipalities.”
“ Grovernment House, Pertl,
“23rd September, 1896.”

PERTH PARX STREETS OR ROADS
CLOSURE BILL.

S#ECOND READING.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest),
in moving the second reading, said : The
object of this Bill is to improve the
Perth Park. The Government have
recently resumed some smoll pieces of
land on the summit of Mount Eliza, in
order that the citizens of Perth and the
people of the colony who visit the park
on the mount may not have the view of
Perth Water obstructed. As wembers
will notice in the plan placed on the
table, the smwall pieces of land that have
been resumed for this purpose fromt a
street called Bellevue Terrace; and it
being desired to have this portion of the
street inside the park, the new line of
street will not go exactly in the same place
as the present street. It is thought that
it wonld be convenient, und also he a
great advantage, tv have this part of the
street inside the park for the convenience
of the public. The preamble of the Bill
merely sets forth that this closure can be
effected without any injury to the public.
If any hon. member will take the trouble
to look at the map, he will see that it
i1s not iotended in any way to infringe
on the rights of the public, but that
thiz provision is merely in order that
this portion of the street may be closed.
The second schedule proposes to close a
road that was laid out vears ago from
near Crawley running throngh the park,
and which will no longer be required, as
a new road has been substituted for it.
I do not know that the road we propose
to close has ever been dedicated to the
people, but it is just as well, when dealing
with a portion of Bellevue Terruce, to
take power also for closing this old road,
80 as to remove uny doubt in regard to it.
Hon. members who bave had an oppor-
tunity of visiting the purk recently will
have scen that the board of management
are making some improvements there,

and that when the roand is completed

which is now under contract—and I

regret to say the work is taking a long °
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time to complete—we will then have one
of the most beantiful drives in all
Australin. I think the resumption of
these small pieces of land on the top of
the Mount will prevent for ever the view
from being obstructed, and will be of the
greatest advantage to the ecitizens of
Perth, and to the people of the colony
who visit the purk. T beg to move the
second reading of the Bill.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: On a previous
occasion, I expressed the opinion that
fair notice should be given to the public
whenever the Government intend to
bring in a Bill for closing strects. This
is the third or fourth Bill introduced into
this House during the present session for
the purpose of closing streets. I think
the Governinent ought to advertise their
intention of bringing in each of these
Bills, and advertise freely, particularly in
the districts in which the streets are
situated. It is only in this way that the
people affected can be inforwzed of the
intention to resume their land. With
regard to this particular read, I do not
think any exception can be tuken to the
proposal to close it, because the closure
18 not likely to interfere with the value
of uny one’s property. T understood the
Premier to say the land which this road
served has been resumed, so that no
interests are likely to be affected by the
closing of the road.

Mi. A. FORREST: L object to the
closing of Bellevue Terrace, and the
veason for my objection is that the
Grovernment are resuming a lot of Jand
that is not necessary for the park, and I
fail to see what rcason they have for
resuming so much land in that locality.
They have a frontage along the top of
the Mount right away to Crawley, and
because there are some seven or eight
small allotments on that frontage held by
private owners, the Governmeut are re-
suming them, and will probably have to
pay £15,000 for them.

Tue Premizr: We won't pay half
that for them.

Mr. A. FORREST : The Premier may
think he will be able to get the land for
a low figure; but other land has Leen
sold there for £25 o foot, & price that is

" perhaps double what it is worth, hut a

price also that will be put hefore the
arbitriators when they come to decide the
price for these cight blocks.
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Tae Premier: There is no building
space at all there.

Mr. A, FORREST: There is some
land, at any rate, and there is a view, und
if you want a view you have to pay
for it. I fail to see any good reason
for resuming this bit of froatage on
the Mount; and I think the time has
arrived when we should stop this system
of buying back land at high prices. It
may be desirable to retain the view for
the public using the Park; but I may
point cut that, nnless very high houses
are built on these blocks, the view will
still remain, T think the money of the
colony is being wasted in resuming these
blocks when we have 1,000 acres of park
land on the Mount. It would he much
better to spend the £16,000 these eight
blocks may cost in making a road con-
necting the Park with Malcolin Street
and other streets running towards the
Park. T hope the Government will pause
“before spending such a large sum of
mouey in buying land that is of no public
utility whatever.

Me. SOLOMON: I would like to
say a word in support of the remark
of the member for the Gascoyne, with
regard to the Government adrvertis-
ing their intention of introducing Bills
for the resumption of lands and the
closing of streets. Publication in the
Gazefle is not a sufficient notice, and
other means should be used for giving
notice to the parties affected.

Me. LOTON: I am not prepared to
say whether this is a good Bill or not,
but possibly it might meet the objections
made to it if we were to allow it to go to
a select committee, and let them report
upon ibt. There is no immediate necessity
for pressing this matter through the
Honse, and « select committee may be
able to say whether the purchase of these
blocks is necessary or not. As the mem-
ber for West Kimberley has pointed out,
it is probable we shall have to spend
£16,000 on the purchase of these blocks,
and it may be well to tuke evidence
before we do that.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : I think these
blocks resumed by the Government are
necessary for the completion of the park.
As to the value of the blucks being
£16,000, I would advise the Government
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" of expense in this park, and a good

deal of cxpense which I am sory
to say was not necessary for present re-
quirements. The beautiful fence that is
heing put round the park might have
been deferred for the next tweaty years;
but it has been coustructed, and there is
no use now in talking about it. As to
this frontage, I think that, for the sake
of a small saving, we should not spoil one
of the best views to be had from the purk.

. The Government have already spent

not to buy them if the price is more than
£4,000. We have gone to a good deal |

about £18,000 to £20,000 on a road, and
what T want to get at is this: that, hav-
ing spent a considerable amount of money,
it will be a mistake if, for the sake of a
small amount, we now oppose the Bill on
this partioular issue.

Mr. RANDELL: Fhe Governmentare
to be commended for having, in the inter-
ests of the general publie, resumed this
piece of land. It is very desirable to give
an uninterrupted outlook from the purk,
and it would be a pity if the view were
shut out by buildings being put upon the
blocks that have been referred to. I con-
cur in the view of the member for the
Swan with regurd to referring the matier
to a select committee. A committee of
five might be appointed to inspect and
report as to whether the view would be
spoiled by houses being vrected upon the
blocks. In the interests of the park and
of the citizens, unless very grave reasons
are put forward against the purchase of
the blocks, I shall support the second
reading of the Bill.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
5. Burt) : The strect which this Bill pro-
poses to resuine serves the blocks of land
which have been resumed, and, conse-
quently, hoth the blocks and the street
will he thrown into the park. Now that
the Grovernment have resuiaed the blocks,
the street will be of no use toanyone, and
if it i1s allowed to remain, the park will
have a piece of ground a chain wide run-
ning inte it and splitting it up. The
blocks of land resumed are on the crest
of the hill, having only a few feet on the
level, and I doubt whether it would he
possible to build on them at all. At any
rate, the Government have resumed them,
and having done that, there is no object
in leaving the street open.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through committee, without
amendment, and reported. .

Report adopted.

METROPOLITAN WATERWORKS BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) :
Betore proceeding with this Bill, T would
like to say that some delay has arisen in
completing the purchase of these water-
works, through the company having its
office in Melbourne, and also through
there being some complications in regard
to the title and other matters surrounding
it; but Lum told by the Attorney General
that cverything new is ready, and that on
Saturduy he will be able to hand over the
documents te me, and the Treasury will
then pay the money. All that is now
required to complete the transfer is the
signature of the Mayor of Perth, and
that will, no doubt, be obtained to-day
or to-morrow. This Bill was prepared
with some eare, and I have given a good
deal of attention to it mvself, and it
seems to me that it altogether meets the
case with which we have to deal. It is
not a very long Bill, but hon. members
will notice thatevery clause is important;
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and I hope that, when they deal with it |

ha commitiee, they will fnd it
the case, wnd is complete in adl particulars.

meets ‘

The Government proposce to place these

watcrworks under a board consisting of
four persons, three of whom will be ap-
pointed by the Governor, and the fourth
will he the Mayor of Perth for the
time being. We do not desire to make
the board too large, but the number is a
detail which can he dealt with in com-
inittez ; but I think that four persons to
manage these waterworks will be guite
sufficient for the present. Hon. members
will notice all throngh this Bill that
previgion is made for some Government
control; but I think it will not he con-
sidered that there is more control given

to the Government than is necessary under

the circninstances.  The Government are
finding the money for the purchase, und
that money is to be provided out of funds
for which the vevenues of the colony
are responsible. Tt is nccessary, there-
fore, that the Govermment should be held
respousible for many things which, if {he

money were raised independently, would

Second Reading.

net be of special interest to them. Under
Clanse 4, the Governor is suthorised to
appoint three members of the board, and
may, from time to time, remove those
persons and appoint others. Clause 5
gives the Governor power to appoint a
chairman, and also to remove hina. This
power of removal by the Governor does
not apply to the Mayor of Perth, who
will hold office on the board by virtue of
his position. Clause 6 provides for the
payment of salaries to the members of
the board, the chairman receiving £250
a year, and the other members £150
year each.

Me. Simeson: What kind of o chair-
man will you get for that?

Me. InviveworTH: He will not be o
good one.

Tz PREMIER: Houn. members must
recallect that the work copnected with
the management of these waterworks will
not be mueh greater than the work con-
nected with many of the boards we have
in the city of Perth. The chairman will
not be required to give ull his time to
this work, nor would it be necessary to
do so. Up to the present time, these
wiierworks have been managed by a
secretary, an engineer, and one or two
fitters; and this having been the man-
agement in force up to the present
time, it seems to me that a board of
four persons meecting onee a week, as
is nsual with many boards in ihe city,
will be able to contrel these works and
do all that is necessary, with the aid of o
competent staff under them. T hope it
will be u competent stuft, but there is no
reason why it should be a large one at
the present time. T can see no reason
for any doubt as to our ability to secure
members for this board at the saluries
set. down in the Bill. As time goes an,
and the duties become henvier and the
receipts lavgely increase, it will be soon
gnough to ncrense the emoluments of
these offices. Clause 7 incorporates the
Waterworks Act of 1889, That Act,
by a convenient form, has been incor-
porated in this Bill by substituting the
word * bourd” in the Bill for the word
“council” in the Waterworks Act of
1889; and by that means we get the
whole advantuge of the Act of 1889, thus
shortening this Bill considerably und in-
corporating all the provisions of that
very complete Act.  In Clause 8 the
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powers conferred and the duties imposed
upon the council by the Waterworks Act
of 1889 are transferred to this hoard,
and it is also provided thut those powers
shall apply to any extension of the water-
works bevond the municipality. The
making and levving of a water rate in
the outlying districts are to be cftected
in the same way as thoge ratus nre made
and levied in the municipality, this being
an important provision, which will enable
the board to extend their mains anvwhere
heyond the limits of the city, and I hope
the bourd will be able to extend them toall
the suburban areas which are now rising
into prominence on theoutskirts of thecity.
The valuation of thé property in the out-
Iying districts, for the purposes of this
water rate, will he made and the rates be
levied in accordunce with the Municipal
Tostitutions Act of 1895 In faet, the
people in the outlying districts will be
treated by the board m exactly the same
way as those who may be resident within
the municipality. Clause 9, dealing with
the powers und duties of the hoard, reads
as follows :— It shall be the duty of the
“Board fo mansge. maintain, und im-
“prove the Metropolitun Waterworks,
< and from time to time, with the appraval
“of the Governor, to extend them as
“required, wnd to exercise for such pure-
“poscs the powers conferved upon the
*council by the Waterworks Act, 1889,
“und to discharge the doties imposed
“upon the Council by that Act; but the
“hoard shall not lease the said water-
“works, or delegate its powers to any
“person or corporation, or confer upon
“any person or corporation a right to
“ purchase the said waterworks or any
* part thereof.” In Clanse 12, provision
is made for the hoard to appoint and
dismiss officers, clerks, servants, and
worlanen ; and the board will thus have
full ¢control over those employed under
them. This will be found a convenient
arrangement, Dbeecause  otherwise  the
bowrd’s officers might consider themselves
to be civil servants.  Clause 13 provides.
as T sinid when dealing with this question
previously, that the board, * with the
“approval in writing of the Governor,
“may from time to time issve, not lower
“than at par, to the Colonial Freasurer,
“and to bim only, debentures payable to
* béarer In not more than forty vears
“from issue, und according to the forn
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“of the schedule te this Act, beuring
“interest at 4 per cent, per annum,

“ pavable half-vearly, on the lst day of
“Junuary and the Jst day of Jnl\‘ m
“cach year, fo the extent of £350,000.”
This matter has heen given serious
attention by wyzelt, with the assist-
ance of the Tonder Treasurer and
other officers; and it seems to me
the best plun is to give the board
power to issue  the debentures to
the Colonial Treasurer ouly; because,
us the Government have to provide
&£220,000 for the purchase money, it
seetns undesivable that the board should
bie able to go about here and there selling
Eheir debentures, Therefore, the Guveln-
ment propose that the board shall be able
to sell their debentures only to  the
Colonial Treasurer, and to the extent of
£350,000 at 4 per cent. The Treasurer is
anthortsed, out of the funds of the Post

Office Savings Bank, to buy at par and
negotinte the honrd's debentures. Tt way

be asked. by some hon. members, what
good there i3 in giving the boaed power
to assie debentures at all, secing that, it
might be just as well for the Colonial
Treasurer to make the advance as a ioun
to the board, and pay the interest and
the sinking fund as these heeame due.
There muy, however, come a time when
the Colonmal Treasweer will feel the want
of money. and in these debentures he will
hive negotiable documents, issued on the
strength of the rates, on which he wan
raise money. I do not suppose it will
ever become necessary for the Treasurer
to negotiate these debentures; but it
seems to me that we had better have
negotiable documents, in the event of the
Post Oftice Savings Bunk needing money.
Clanse 14 provides that, out of the money
borrowed on the debentnres. the board
shall pay to the Colonial Treasurer
£220,000, the price agreed to be paid to
the company, together with interest at
the rate of 4 per cent. from the date of
purchase. The balance of the moneys
borrowed is to be expended by the board,
with the approval of the Governor. in
extending the waterworks or in any such
other way as the Covernor, on the
recommendation  of  the hoard, may
authorise and approve. It will be seen,
therefore, that the bourd have power
to ruse £350,000, out of which they
must return to the Government £220,000,
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in respect of the purchase money,
leaving a Dbalance of £130,000 to be
spent on extensions. Clause 15 pro-
vides that the receipts from the sale of
water are to be applied to the payment
of interest on the debentures outstanding,
and to the redemption of the debentures
at the rate of 8 per cent. on the whele
of the debentures previously issued. It
will be obzerved that the intervest is to
be payable only on the debentures out-
standing ; and this, I consider, is an
important point. After having provided
for the interest and redemption, the
water receipts are to be apphed to the
cost of management, maintenance, and
improvement of the works. Hon, mem-
bers will mnotice that the debentures
will be reduced every half year, and
that therefore the amount of interest due
will undergo gradual reduction. Therates
and other sums received by the board are
to be apportioned, in the first instance,
to paying the interest half-yearly, at the
rate of 4 per cent. on the debentures
outstanding ; and, in the next place, to
be applied to the redemption of the
debentures, at the rate of 3 per cent. per
annun, payable half-yearly, on the whole
of the debentures previously issued, in-
cluding any which may have been pur-
chased or redeemed; and, after such
payments, to the management, main-
tenance, and improvement of the Metro-
politan  Waterworks. We intend to
manage, maintain, and improve them out
of the moneys received from the sale of
water; but 1t is proposed, also, that the
cost of extensions shall come out of
the capital funds, Itis also provided that
“The first payment on account of the
“redemption of the debentures shall be
“made on the first day of January, 1899,
“and thenceforward half-yearly, until the
“ redemption of all the debentures raised
under this Act.” The reason tor deferring
the payment of this redemption money
until January 1st, 1899, is that probubly,
in the early days of the board’s existence,
they may have some difficulty in provid-
g sufticient money to pay mterest and
redemnption; but itis anticipated that by
the beginning of 1899 the receipts will
have increased to such an extent thal
there will be no difficulty in doing what
is desired and required. Clause 16
provides that, “afier making the pay-
“ments aforesaid, and after the expenses
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“of maintenance, management, and im-
“provement have been met, the board may,
“1f it shall think fit, with the approval of
“the Governor, employ any surplus in its
“hands in the reduction of the water rate
“and of the charges for water” Clause 17
sets out that “ moneys puid by the board
“to the Colonial Treasurer on account of
“the redemption of debentures shall be
¢ immediately applied by him to the re-
“ demption of the debentures issued by the
“hoard.” The reason for this is that, by
doing so, the capital sum will be at once
reduced ; the interest for the next half-year
will be at a reduced amount. It may be
thought by some people thab it would
be better to invest thiz money in the way
we do with our loans by creating a sinking
fund for the reduction of the loans; but,
after giving the matter very careful con.
sideration, I have come to the conclusion
that, seeing we have the matter altogether
in our own hands, there would be no
advantage in proceeding in that way.
The reason why we have to create a
sinking fund for repaying our loans is
that we cannot call in a loan at any
moment that may suit our convenience.
Seeing, then, that the whole matter will,
in this instance, be in the hands of
the Colonial Treasurer, it will not be
in any way disadvantageous, or any
trouble whatever, to at omce apply
the money to the reduction of the
capital sum; therefore for that reason
I have proposed that all moneys, as we
receive them every half-year, shall be
applied to the reduction of the debt.
Benefit will at once accrue, in that the
interest will be reduced for the next half-
year,

Mg. IiniveworTH: You simply in-
vest in your own debentures.

Ter PREMIER: Yes; that is so.
Clause 18 provides that annual acconnis
shall be published ; and under Clanse 20
the Governor may wake regulations for
catrying out the provisions of the Bill.
I think this Bill covers the whole of the
ground necessary to puf this matter on a
elear footing. It gives all the advantage
possible to the ratepayers, as, though the
percentage may seem high, yet hon.
members will recollect that the 4 per cent.
will be on a diminishing quantity of
capital.

Mz. Ravpern: We are paying’ off
our debt at the same time,
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Tee PREMIER: It will be noticed
that the citizens will get every advantage ;
for so soon as there is more money than is
necessary to pay for interest, maintenance,
and redemption, then the board may, with
the approval of the Governor, commence
at once to reduce the water rates, and I
hope that very desirable result will soon
oceur. It will be seen at once that the
Governmerit, and those taking an active
part in this matter, are not receiving the
slightest advantage, and I do not desire
that any profit or advantage should go
to the Government.  All we desire is that
these works shall be under the direction
and management of the board, subject to
the control of Parliament in so far as a

_statubory board can be said to be subject
to Parliament. For my own part, I can
see nothing but satisfaction in looking
over this arrangement; for not only will
the citizens of Perth got water as cheaply
as possible, but they will have an adequate
supply within a short time, while provisiou
1s made in the Bill by w hich large suburban
areas adjoining the’ city, as far as muy be
necessary, will also have that supplv
within their reach. I beg to move the
second reading.

M=r. RANDELL: I think Perth can
congratulate itself on the turn matters
have taken with regard to the water-
works; and although the price is very
high, yet the position had become so
geripus that something had to be done,
and the best thing that could have been
done was for the Government to acquire
the waterworks in the interests of the
citizens. I helieve this course will be a
great advantage to all the inhabitants of
Perth.  Another great advantage in tak-
ing over the waterworks is that they can
be extended to the outside districts.
Some of these new townships springing
up around Pertb are badly off for water,
and they want it at the earliest possible
moment; so that I hope the arrange-
ments will be expedited in everv possible
way, and that, before the beat of summer
comes on, an ample supply may be avail-
able. Tam in accord with that prineciple
in the Bill which provides for the reduc-
tion of the debt; I am glad the Govern-
ment have adopted the principle for
reducing the indebtedness on the
waterworks. I think we should ap-
ply the principle a little more all
round, in conpection with the sums
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we are borrowing, as I never feel very
safe when we are heavily in debi.
We do not know what may happen; and
although some people say, ** Why should
not the generation that comes afterwards

. bear their fair share?” vet I think there

is no doubt they will have a very fair
share to bear. We who are enjoying the
benefit of these great public works should
be willing to contribute a reasonuble
amount towards the redemption of the
indebtedness of the country. It struck
me, on reading through the Bill, that the
board is a small one, and I think there
ought to be five members on the bhoard,
at least, for the quorum fixed is very
high fm a board of four. Circumstances

| may arise in which it may be impossible

to get a quorum ; and I would suggest
to the Government that they should
make one addition to the board, and fix
the number at five. I do not sce that
there is any provision made in the case
of wmembers of the board not fulfilling
their duties. If a complaint goes before
the Governor, he may remove them ; but
I think it desirable that some provision
should be made to meet a case where one
or other member may be indifferent and
not turn up to meetings. 1 am entirely
in accord with the principle of the
Bill, and am glad we have arrived at
this stage with regard to the water
supply for the city of Perth. It has
been mentioned by the Premier, to speak-
Ing on this matter, that the present com-
pany carried on their works with a very
small staff. I suppose that, in the
ordinary course of events, the boa,rd will
not be able to carry on the works quite
so cconomically as a private company
would do ; but I think they will require
more servants than the hon. member
mentioned, and I have no doubt they
will have plenty for attending to the
supply of the city, so that any difficulties
may be overcome and complaints obviated.
I again urge the Government to endeavour
to take the best steps necessary for
ensuring a more adequate supply of
water to the city, so that there may not
be suffering during the coming summer
from lack of water. I have heard that
some of the works undertaken by the
company to make the service more
effective, such as cleaning the pipes, have
been stopped, but T do not kaow whether
that is the case or not.
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Tue Premier: They assure me that | increasing the hoard by one member and

the work is going on.

Mr. RANDELL: I am glad to hear |

that statement, as reports are about thab
the work is not going on.
Government will see that everything Is
fixed up as expeditiously as possible.

Mgr. VENN : Following the how.
member, I agree with most of what he
has said, and I agree with him that the
board is too small in number, inasmuch
ag the quorum will be very high for the
number composing the board. It would
be desirable to have three or five as the
number. [Mr. A. Forrest: Three is too
small.] No. This board will probably be
composed of business men in Perth. It
will be composed of the best men, and
they may not be able to always spare tho
time required.

TaE CommissioNEr oF Crown Lands:
They should not take the position if they
cannot attend.

Mg. VENN : I think this remuneration

for a Metropohitan Board of Works,
with large duties and responsibilities
thrown upon them, is too small. The
members of the board wust be men of
very considerable business capacity, and
practical men, or otherwise they will not
be able to carry out their duties to the
sabisfaction of the public generally.
will be constantly before the public, and
will be assailed from all quarters when
anything goes wrong with the water-
works. Therefore, the remuneration is
altoguther too smallfor the respousibilities
of the members und the position they
will have to undertake. Many mining
companies are paying more thun this,
at present, to directors who have hardly
any duties to perform. There is no
doubt that the men accepting positions
on this board will have very counsiderable
duties to perform, and the remuneration
will be too small for the doties that
devolve on them.
the Governinent on this Bill, as 1t carries
out my own ideus as to what shonld take
place with regard to works of this sort—
that is to throw the responsibility on an
independent hoard, and relieve it From
that political pressure which is often
disastrous to works of this description.
As far aus T am coneerned, I shall be
happy to support the Bill ws it stands;
hut. T would strongly recommend  the
Government to consider the question of

]

I hope the -

They |

T have to congratulate .

also increasing the fees.

M=r. HASSELL: My cxperience has
been that, with a small board, better work
is done. I agree with the member for
Perth that there is a clause wanted for
compelling the members to do their
duty. Thappen to know, from experience,
that in the Education Act there is power
to elect a board, but no power to make
the persons, when ouce elected, do their
duty. In the district of Albany, one man
who was elected has attended only once
this year, giving as his reason that he has
no time to attend ; and thereis no mweans
of compelling him to quit his position.
There should be some means, in connec-
tion with this board, to inake a member
quit, if he does not do his work.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1 and 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Waterworks to he vested in
bourd of four; 3 to be a quornm:

Mr. RANDELL asked if the Govern-
ment would consider the question of
mcreasing the number to five.

T ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) said the Government proposed
to leave the number as it was. A
small board was more workable, and
personally he thought three would be
sufficient.

Mr. RANDRLL:
quorum ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL said
there would he little to do, and the
chairman would be the chief inan on the
hoard, which would not regquire to meet
except to recommend or pronounce upon
some proposed extension. The practical
management of the concern would devolve
upon the officers and workmen of the
board, and there would be little occasion
for the hoard to meet often.  If they met
ouee i month or once a guarter, it would
be awmple; se he theought they could
always get a quoran.

Mz, RANDELL said the board would
have a great deal to do, and would have
just as much business to do as the
divectors of insurunce companies, who
met twice a week.,  If they did not mect
more often than the Attutney General
suggested, there would be no weed to
appoint them at all,

‘What about the
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Mr. A. FPORREST said that if what
the Attorney General said was correct,
two mewbers would be plenty. They
did not want an ornamental board. The
members should attend weekly, and if
they did not attend they should not be
paid.

Mr. SOLOMON said the board would
be ocue of the most important in the
colony, and it would be necessary to
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make soine provision for the attendance

of members, us the work would need the
constant attention of the board.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL said
one reason for having o small board was
that the Government were restricted in
their choice, us 1o memher of Parliament,
could legally sit on the board; so that
hon. mewbers could see there would have
to be some hunting about to get suitable
persens on the board.

Mr. VENN said the
consist of either 3 or 5 members. The
board would be invested with great
responsibilitics, and if they astended to
their duties only in o perfunctery way, it
would be better to keep things in the
hands of the Government.

Mk. RANDELL said proper regula-
tions should be laid down for
guidance of the hoard, which ought not
to be permitted to allow its work to
devolve upon the secretary, engineer, or
manager,  The bourd would have im-
portant duties in  determining upon
extensions and otber matters of poliey,

board should

In Committee, 763
said that to make the Mayor of Perth un
¢ officio member would practically reduce
the number to three, which wonld he few
enough to get a quorum at every meeting.
He hoped the board would not, as had
been indicated by the Attorney General,
stmply be an ornamental figurehead,
hecause there would be plenty for them
to do in the active direction of the water
supply department, and in deciding upon
general questions of administration in
regard to it. The board would have u

" vonsiderable responsibility, and the nun-

ber proposed in the Bill was nooe too
large.

Clause put and passed,

Clauses 4 and 5—agreed to.

Clause 6 —members to receive salaries :

Mie. ICLINGWORTH said such o
large proportion of the work of direction

¢ and countrol would fall wpon the chairman

the -

und that body should meet at least once .

a week. He hoped that, during the pro-

gress -of the Bill through committee,

attention would be given to the important
matter of requiring the board to meet
regularly and at short intervals.

Mz, WOOD pointed out that if the
Mayor of Perth beld a seat in Parliament,
he could not, as the Bill stood, be eligible
as o paid menmber of the hoard. How
did the Attorney General infend to deal
with this point?

Tueg ATTORNEY GENERAL said
the Mayor of Perth would not be able to
take his salary as o member of the board,
if he were a member of Parhament. 1t
might be as well to provide that the
Mayor of Perth should. i all cases, bean
honorary member of the hoard.

Me. ILLINGWORTH, referving to
the suggestiom of the Attorney General
to have only three memnbers on the board,

of the board, that he would not be
adequately nor proportiouately remuner-
ated. according to the division of the
emoluments as proposed in the clause.
The chairmman would bave to keep so
closely in touch with the staff of the
waterworks, and with all the operations of
the department, that it wonld not be equit-
able to give him only £250 per annum,
while his colleagues received £150 each.
The chairman should be paid £300 o
vear, and his fellow members £100 each.
With a view to making this alteration
in the sularies, he moved, s wn amend-
ment in the second line, that the words
“two hundred and fifty ' be struck out.
Tre PREMIER said the figures in-
serted in the clanse had not been arrived
at without a deal of consideration,
although he was willing to admit that, as
a rule, the chairman of any public body
had & great deal more to do than the
other members. At the same time, the
members usually brought cousiderable
experience to bear on the affairs under
their contrel, although they did not do as
muach detail work as the chairman, He
feared that, if the amendment was agreed
tu, the Government would have very
great difficulty in getting good men to
accept pluces on the board at £100 o
vear. The salaries were not high, as the
Government, did not wish to be cxtrava-
gant at the inception of the board ; but as
the waterworks hecame more luerative in
course of time, the emoluments would no
doubt be increased.  If the cliuse was
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allowed to stand as printed, he was sure
the Government would be able to get good
men to accept the appointments, because
those who were chosen would kuow that
the amount would be raised in course of
time, when there would be a larger
revenue from the waterworks than there
was now, and greater responsibility in
managing them. When that came about,
the statute could be altered. He thought
the clanse made a reasonable difference in
the salaries, giving the chairman £250 a
year, and his colleagues £150 ench;
therefore he asked the member for Nan-
nive not to press the amendment.

Mr. RANDELL said all the mewmbers
of the board would, he hoped, insist on
taking their share of the work, and not
be content to play such a subordinate
part as that indicated by the member for
Nunnine. He (Mr. Randell) knew of a
board on which the metbers obtained the
same fee ag the chairman. In his opinion,
the difference in the emoluments, as set
out in the clause, was quite sufficient.

Mg. ILLING WORTH maintained that
practically the chairman of the board
would be the manager of the waterworks ;
that the officers would all look to him for
instructions ; and that no step could be
taken unless he was consulted. The
chairman would stand in much the same
position as the manager of a bank, who
recetved counsel from the board of direc-
tors. In the management of so import-
ant an undertaking as the waterworks,
it would never do for the administration
to depend merely upon a weekly meeting
of the board. ‘Theré must be daily and
close supervision by the chairman of all
that was going on, or there would soon
be a state of disorganisation. The
chairmanship should be held by a first-
clags man, who would give carveful atten-
tion to the interests of the public,
£350,000 of whose money was to be in-
vested in the undertaking.

Mz. A. FORREST said that the House
might rest assured that the chairman
of the board, the same as every other
head of a department, would soon apply
for an increase of salary, and that means
would be found of giving it to him, if it
were only in the form of an extra £100 &
year for allowances. The chairman of
the board, like the chairman of every
corporate body, would have to bear the
brunt of the work,

[ASSEMBLY.]
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hand, £100 a year would be an ample
bonorarium for the other members of the
board.

Tre ATTORREY GENERAL said the
Government were willing to add another
£50 to the salary of the chairman, who
ghould be un engineer, if it would be
possible to get such a man at the
price. The chairman would have much
more to do than his colleagues, who
would hardly have enough business to do
if they were called together so often as
once a week. The chairman would act
largely in a navagerial capacity.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL said he would be
sorry to see the chairman given £1030 a
vear more than his colleagues. The
remuneration of the chairman, as named
in the Bill, was a reasonuble sum, Rather
than increase the amount, it would be
hetter to appoint a consulting engineer to
the board. The Bill should require the
board to meet at least once a week, so
that close attention might be given to the
important interests under the coutrel of
that body. He hoped the Government
would not add £50 to the salary of the
chairmun, and he tirusted that the other
members of the board would not be con-
tent to lenve too much to the chairman.

Mr. VENN disagreed with the view
expressed by the Aftorney General, that
the chairman should rule the waterworks,
and that his colleagues were merely to be
figureheuds., All the wembers of the
hoard should be placed as much on an
equality as possible. If there were too
great a dispavity between the salaries, the
ordinary members of the board would
probably leave everything to the chair-
man, as they would say he was puid for
doing the work. He (Mr. Venn) was
decidedly opposed to this one-man
business. The chairman should bave to
consult his colleagues, and be responsible
to them. The clause made guite enough
difference between the salavies of the
chairman and his colleagues. In fact, he
would be inclined to make the chairman’s
proportion somewhat less than in the
clause.

M=zr. RANDELL asked if it was in.
tended that the chairman should be the
beginning and the end of the board? If
50, why should three other members be
appointed ?

Tue ATToBNEY GENERAL: They have

and, on the other | to advise him.
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Me. RANDELL: If the chairman !
was to bave so much power, he might |
just as well be made manager of the
waterworks at once, at £700 or £800 a I
year. It would be a matter for regret if
the amendment were carried. He did
not consider it necessary for the ¢hairman
to be an engineer. It would be better
that he should be a first-class business
man, accustomed to large dealings with |
his fellow men.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL said
the members of the board would not have
a great deal of detailed work to do. Their
chief duty would be to determine upon
proposcd  extensions of the wains, to
indent material, attend to the financial
administration, and deal with all questions
of general policy. They would not have
te do routive and detail work, which
would properly belong to the staff, under
the direction of the chairman. Con-
sequently frequent meetings of the board
would not be necessary.

Mr. SIMPSON said the board was
being proposed in respouse to the wish of
the ratepayers, and was largely a sop
to public opinion; but if the chairman
wus to be 2 business man as well as an
engineer, he (Mr. Simpson) considered
there would be very little for the other
members of the board to do. This was
one man's job, and the post should be
filled by a strong man and a good
administrator. The colleagues who were
to advigse him would be very well paid at
£100 o year. He supported the amend-
ment.

Mr. LOTON said he could not see the
necessity of having a board, if the chair-
man was to be the manager of the water-
works. How was it to be expected that
the Government could get a good hoard,
if the members were to be in such o sub-
ordinate position as some hon. members
had represented to the committee? If
the large financial trust committed to the
keeping of the board was to be efficiently
discharged, there would have to be a
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strong board, with a strong chairman.
As in all new organisations, there would
be a great deal to do in the first year, if
the watcrworks were to be carried on
satisfactorily and efliciently, in the
interests of the public. It would never
do for the board to meet only once a
quarter, as the Attorney General had
suggested. The allocation of the salaries

765

In Committee.

allowed quite enough difference in favour
of the chairman, and the ammendment was
not desirable.

At 6:30 pm. the Crairman left the

chair.

At 730 pan. the Carairsax resumed
the chair.

Amendmeni (M=z. ILLIFGwORTH'S) put
and negatived.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH further moved,
as un amendment in line 3 of Clause 6,
that the words “and 507 he struck out,
He said he bad already stated his reasons,
to the effect that £100 a year would be a
sufficient salary for cach of the co-
direstors, having regurd to the work they
would have to do, as the principal portion
of the work would necessarily fall on the
chairman of the board. Mr. Fitzgibbon,
chairman of the Metropohitan Bourd of
Works in Victoria, was paid £1,500 a
vear, and the other members of the
hoard received only nominal salaries for
attending mectings.

Tuae PREMIER said this board would
have the power of rating, and the Mel-
bourne board had not that power, he
believed.

Amendment put and negatived.

Sie JAMES G. LEE STEERE said it
seemed to him that, uader the Bill as
drafted, it was Impossible that the Mayor
of Perth, if he was also a member of
Parliament, could be a member of this
hoard, because he would be occupying a
position of profit under the Crown, and
would lose his seat in Parliament as a
consequence, and be Hable to » fine of
£500 as well.  He thought the Mayor of
Perth should he a member of the board
ex officio, and without salary. It was
necessary, at any rate, that some pro-
vision should be made in the Bill, so that
the Mayor of Perth, if also a member of
Parliament, might be a member of the
board without lopsing his seat in Parlia-
ment; for whether he took the salary or
not, the position he would occupy as a
member of the board would he an office
of profit, und he would consequently lose
his seat in Parliament.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH, in supporting
this objection, suid the hoard would
be dealing with Government funds, so
that the Mayor of Perth, if a member
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ot Parlinment and  also a
of this board, wonld be disquali-

fied as a member of Parliament by
holding un office of profit under the
Orown. He would like, however, to ask
the Attorney General this question:
Assuming that the Mayor of Perth was
to be appomted & member of the hoard
by statute, he would oot, in thut case, he
appointed by the Crown, like the other
members of the board ; so that there was
a distinction in the fact of his being
appointed by statute; therefore, being
appointed by statute, and not by the
Crown, as a member of the board, would
the Mayor of Perth, in o strict sense, be
accepting an office of profit under the
Crown, seving that the ratepayers of the
city, and not the Crown, would pay him?

TrE PrEMIER: Supposing there was
not encugh money out of rates to pay
him?

Me. RANDELL suggested that this
question might be dealt with on the
recommital of the Bill, and thut they
might proceed with the ¢lauses.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL said
that, at first, he bad been inclined to think
this would be an office of profit under the
Crown, assuming that the Crown would
pay the salary, and that it would be
voted on the annual Estimates; but, re-
membering that there was in the Bill a
special provision for paying the salaries
and remuneration of officers out of the
rates of the city, he did not see thab this
would be an office of profit under the
Crown, if held by the Mayor of Perth
when he was also a member of Parliament.
If the salary bad to appear on the annual
Estimates, and be voted out of the Con-
solidated Revenue, then this would be an
office of profit under the Crown, notwith-
standing that the Crown would not ap-
point to the office.

M=r. TnLineworTH asked how the other
members of the hoard would be affected ?

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL said he
did not think it would matter who made
the appointment, for the question was
whether it was an oftice of profit under
the Crown, if held by a member of
Parliament, no matter how he was ap-
pointed a inember of the board. Of
course the Crown conld not dismiss the
Mayor of Perth from the hoard, if ap-
pointed under statute; and that was
another criterion, whereas the other mem-
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member | bers of the board could he dismissed. He

was inelined to think that, in the
cuse of the Mayor of Perth being also a
member of Parliament, a seat on this
hoard would not he aun office of profit
under the Crown ; but as to whether the
Mayor of Perth, being the head of the
corporation, should accept a salary for
performing these duties as a member of
the board, that would be a matter between
him and the City Council, or between
him and the ratepayers.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH asked: What
about his seat in  Parliament, if the
Mayor wasa member of the Legislature ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL said
that, unless it was an office of profit
under the Crown, the Mayor would not
forfeit his scat in Purliament by accept-
g the office, if he were also a member of
Parliament. The fact of the Mayor being
appointed by the Government did not
make this an office of profit under the
Crown, and he thought that must also be
the view taken clsewhere, for he did not
know that any difficulty of the kind had
arisen in Sydney or other cities of Aus-
fralia.

Me. A. FORREST said that if the
contention of the Attorney General was
correct-——

THE ATToRNEY GENERAL snid he was
not contending, but was merely express-
ing an opinien.

Me. A. FORREST said there could be
no objection to the Mayor of Perth being
appointed, according to the opinion stated
by the Attorney General; and if that
opinion was correct, there would be 70
members of Parliament available as mem-
bers of this board. If that was so, there
was no reason why a member of Parlia-
ment should not sit on an arbitration
board, or eontract for Governmment sup-
plies.

Tae Premer said the Government
would not pay the salary in this case.

Me. ItviveworTH said the Govern-
ment had to pay an arbitrator.

Mr. A. FORREST said the Govern-
ment should explain who would be eligible
on the board, and whether any memher
of Parliament might expect to sit on the
board without forfeiting his seat in this
House, and without incurring a fine of
£500.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL s=aid
that when he had stated Dhefore that
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members of Parliwment could ot be
wppointed, he was under the impression
that the salry to be puid to members of
this hoard would have to be vated in the
annual Estimates.  He ought not, how-
cver. to have fallen into that mistake, for
he fonnd now that the salury was to be
puid out of the rates of the vity, and that
made i difference.

Me. TLLINGWORTH said that, iu his
opiniun, it was the intention of Parlia-
ment, in passing this Bill, that members
of Parliiment should not sit on these
hoards. The city of Purth was free to
elect o member of Parliument as its
Mayor, and huving elected him, he was
to be required, by appointment under
this statute, to perforn the duties of o
member of this hoard. If it wis the
intention of the House that membership
of this board should be an office of profit
under the Crown, then clearly that would
apply to the Mayor of Perth, who might
for the time heing be a member of Par-
liament.

Mr. A. FORREST suyggested that the
Mayor of Perth should be appointed a
member of this hoard, without salary.

Tre Premtir supported the sugges-
tion.

Mp. ILLINGWORTH suid the House
would be compelling the citizens of Perth
to muke their selection of Mayor ontside
the members of Parlisment. He sup-
ported the suggestion of the mewmber for
Perth, that the clansc should stand over
until the Bill was recommitted, and the
peint could be further considered in the
meantime. It was clearly the intention
of the House that no member of Parlia.
ment should be appointed to this hoard.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL said

the proper place for putting in a proviso,
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shall receive no saluoy.”  When o person

Vowas elected Mavor of Perth, whick was

an honorary position of high dignity and
curied great rvesponsibilities, 1t scemed
inennsistent that he should accept & salary
for acting as a member of this board,
and the Mayor ought to perform these
duties ex officie. He would probably not
attend the meetings trequently, but conld
be there whenever there was anything
important, or anything particularly
atfecting the citizens or the Municipal
Council. A person holding the oftice of
Mayor would not, as a rule, desire a
salary for performing the duties of =
member of this hoard, because he would
take up the office and all its respousi-
bilitles in the interests of the city, and
lis position on the board would enuble
him to represent the interests of the
ratepayers.

Mr. A. FORREST said the remarks
of the Premier would mect the wishes of
most members of the House. It wasg
absolutely necessary that the Mayor of
Perth should be a mewber of this board,

" as representing the city ; and if the words

which had Leen suggested by the Premier
could be added to the clause, he felt sure
the gentleman whe might occupy the
position of Mayor would not require a
salary, nor would he be likely to attend
the meetings unless questions cropped up
which were of particular interest to the
citizens, or which directly affected the
city.

%HE CHAIRMAN suid the committee
had already got beyond the part of the
clause where it would be most proper to
insert the propused words; and, accord-
ing to the Standing Orders, he could not

. go back.

for excluding members of Parliament

from heing appeinted to this board, would
be in Clause 4, which had been passed.
He would move, on the recommital of
the Bill, that therc be added to the end
of Clause 4 the words “und no member
of Parliament shall be appointed a
member of the board.” He might ex-
plain that the Mayor of Perth would not
he appointed, as he would take his seat
e aofficio.

Tue PREMIER moved, as an amend-
ment in the third line of Clause 6, to
insert after the word “mwember” the
words “ except the Mayor of Perth, who

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL said
the Bill would have to be recommitted, in
any case, aud when that was done they
could insert these words in the proper
place, so that the amendment might be
withdrawn for the present.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. WOOD said he did not see any
provision in this clause, nor in the Bill,
for compelling the attendance of members
of the board. Such a provision ought to
be in the Bill.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 7 to 14, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 15—Receipts for water to be

- applied to payment of intevest, redemp-
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tion of debentures, management, main-
tenunce, and improvement of works :

Me. LOTON said that, in regard to the
date at which the amount, of redemption
money should commence to be repaid, it
was desirable to extend the time for one
year longer, in order to give the hoard of
management morve time for getting into
a sound financial position, and the exten-
sion might avoid a hardship.

Tre PREMIER said there was no
objection to the suggestion. The only
question was whether the board would
have the money available on the 1st
January, 1899, for if they had it at that
time they could pay it, and if they were
not in a position to pay it they might
use some of the capital, though he ad-
mitted that would not bhe a good plan.
His own opinion was that the board
would be in u position to pay the
money when it became due ; but if the hon.
member thought the delay of another
year would make the position of the
board safer, financially, there was no
ahjection to the extension of time for one
year. At first it had occurred teo him
that a loan might be made to the board
{rom the Consolidated Revenue, but
afterwards be had thought it would be
just as well that the board should have
power 0 expend money out of its capital
for that purpose. Bub-section () gave
the hoard power to get money, and made
it depend upon itself for money, instend
of having to run to the Government and
the public revenue on every occasion. Tt
geemed to him the board wounld have
enough money before 1899 to begin the
redemption of debentures; and if they
had not, they would have to take a little
capital for the purpose. He was, how-
ever, quite willing to extend the time for
the payments in respect of redemption
to commence for aunother year. Hom.
wembers would notice that the debentures
ran for a term not exceeding 40 years, and
3 per cent. would cancel them in 334
years.

Mz, LOTON said he did vot see how
the hoard were tu ucquire authority to
expend capital on the payment of
interest; for if they could wot expend

capital, and if they had not the funds to |

pay this 3 per cent. in 1899, they would
be in default.

Mz. A. FORREST said it mustappear |

to members that the waterworks would
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not pay their way in the first year, as the
new valuation for the city of Perth wonld
not come into forece before next Murch.
The waterworks were to be run at mueh
greater expense than in the past. The
company had managed the works for
£600 a year, and the Government were
going to pay more than that in salaries
to members of the hoard. He was
certain the board would be in default the
first vear, and the question was how the
loss was to be made up.  The only way
to meet the deficit would he to use cupital
and refund it at a later period, when the
company got into a better position.

Mr. HASSELL said the Bill provided
that interest should be paid before any-
thing else, so that in the event of the
company being in default after the pay-
ment of interest, the officers of the board
could not get their salavies.

Mzr. LOTON moved, as an amendment
in the first line, that the words * eight
hundred and ninety-nine™ be struck
out, and the words * nineteen hundred ”
be inserted in lieu thereof, the effect of
the amendment being to defer the begin-
ning of the redemption payments from
1899 1900,

Amendment put and passed, and the
clavse, as amended, agreed to.

Clavses 16 to 18, inclusive—-agreed to.

Clause 19—Governor may make regula-
lations :

Mr. RANDELT said there should be
something in the clauvse as to the times
at which the bhoard should meet. He
proposed, as an amendment in line 3, that
after the word * regulations” there
be inserted the words “mecluding, #nter
alia, the times at which the board shall
meet.”

Mr. R. F.SHOLL said the regulations
of the board should provide for a mecting
once a week, and that any memnber absent
from his seat for more than three
meetings, without the consent of the
Governor, should forfeit his seat. If o
member were absent from a number of
the meetings, he would be unable to
keep in touch with the work of the
hoard.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL said
the same rule was not applied in the case
| of municipal councillors or members of
| roads beards, and hedid not see why it
should be applied to members of the
+ waterworks board.
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Me. A. FORREST said the difference
was that members of town councils and
roads hoards were not paid.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL said if
the House was going to adopt that rule,
it should apply all round, to justices of
the peace as well as to others. It might
vot be necessary for this board to meet
every week, yet the suggested regula-
tion would require a meeting to be held
every week, whereas he did not see the
uge of the board meeting if there was
nothing to do. There would be some
difficulty in securing members for a
board which had to work under such a
regulation.

Mr. HASSELIL said the Roads Boards
Act provided that if a member failed to
attend. three consecutive meetings, the
board had power to turn him out.

Tar PrEmier: They do not turn him
out.

Mz. HASSELL: The boards did put
that provision in force occasionally, and in
this case the members of the waterworks
board should be made to attend to their
duties.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said if the mem-
bers of this board did not attend to their
duties, he would like to know who was
going to “bell the cat” and complain to
the Governmeut or to Parliament. It
was necessary that the members of the
board should attend to their duties:
otherwise the appointient of the board
would prove a mistake, and in that case
it would have been better for the Govern-
ment to look after the waterworks them-
selves.

Mr. RANDELL said that, having
called the attention of the Government
to the matter, he desired to withdraw
the amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn, and
the clause put and passed.

Schedule—agreed to.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported, with amendments.

RECOMMITTED.

On the motion of the Premier, the Bill
was recommitted for amendment of the
earlier portion.

Clause 3—Three to be a quorum :

Tae PREMIER, referring to Clause
3, said it might not be convenient for the

Mayor of Perth, who was to be a member :

of the board, to be present at every meet-
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ing ; therefore it was probable the quorum
named in the Bill would be found un-
workable. 1f they altered the quorum
from three members to two, it might
meet the case. If it were made necessary
for all the three members appomnted by
the Governor to be present at each meet-
ing. it might often be difficult to get a
quorum. He therefore moved, as an
amendment in the third line, that the
word * three” be struck out, and the
word * two ' inserted in lien thereof.

Mr. R. ¥. SHOLL said the House
should take time to consider whether the
business of the hoard should be done by
two members. )

Mr. A. FORREST said the Executive
Council itself required a quornum of cnly
iwo,

Mr. RANDELL said these members
of the Board were paid, and should be
required to attend to the duties. As the
Mayor of Perth would be paid, he also
should he expected to attend meetings.

Mgr. LOTON pointed out that, with
two members forming a quorum, the
chairman could always give his casting
vote, and in that way he would really
conduct the business.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 4—Constitution and incorpora-
tion of hoard :

Me. ILLINGWORTH said the point
they had been discussing could be better
dealt with by amending Clause 4. He
asked whether the Attorney General
would agree to the exclusion of members of
Parliament from the board, and how that
exclusion could be managed without in-
terfering with the Mayor of Perth if he
were a member of Parliament.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL said
three members would be appoiuted by
the Grovernor, and the Mayor would be a
mewmber ez officio. 'The Government pro-
posed to state, in Clause 6, that the
Mayor was not to receive a salary.

Mzr. VENN said he would like to know
why there was any trouble about a mem-
ber of Parliament heing appointed a
member of the board. Was there any
reason to be feared from paying this
paltry salary of £150 to a member of
Parliament? He would like the member
for Nannine to show why a member of
Parlivment should not be a member of
the board,
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Me. ILLINGWORTH said he would
explain why he moved in this matter.
The Assembly in the future would have
44 members, and six of them would he
Ministers of the Crowan, so that if four
more were to be appointed members of
the waterworks board, and others to be
appointed members of other boards, and
all receiving salaries, the Government
might soon have the whole House under
its eontrol and in its pay. That was the
reason why members of that House
should resist any proposal to make
members of Parliament members of
public boards. In Bills of that character,
it was always desivable that members
of the House should he placed in a
position in which they could not accept
emoluments.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment, that the following
words be added to Clause 4:—No
member of Parliament shall be appointed
by the Governor to be a member of the
hoard.”

Amendment put and passed, and the
clpuse as amended agreed to.

Clause 6 :

Twe ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment in line 8 of Clause 6,
that after the word “ member” there be
inserted the words, * except the Mayor of
Perth, who shall not recelve a salary.”

Amendment put and passed, and the
¢lause, as nmended, agreed to.

Bill reported, with further amend-
ments.

COLONTAL TASSENGERS BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt), in moving the second reading,
said: This Bill is to regulate the carriage
of pussengers by coasting vessels; but it
is nothing new, heing a consolidution
measure.  This Bill will he found very
nsgeful indeed. becanse it contains in one
Act all the present law on the subject;
the existing provisions being scattered
through eight different enactents, which
will be found named and repealed in the
first schiedule of the Bill. Members will
se@, in the margin of each clause, where
the particular section is taken from,
while they will also see under distinct
headings, following consecutively, all the
cnactments  rveferring  to this subject
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which we propose to repeal. The only
portions of the Bill which are at all new
are the sections taken from the English
Merchant Shipping Act of 1854; and
although the principal clauses in that
Act apply to this colony at the present
time, we thought it better to bring them
prominently into our statute book, instead
of having to refer constantly 1o the
Eoglish Merchant Shipping Act.  This
portion of the Bill commences with
section 18, under the heading of ““ Sus-
pension and cancellation of certificates;
Board of Marine Inquiry.” "This board
is provided for by section 17, which
is a consolidation of the old law. Sec-
tion 20 is pew, taken from the Mer-
chant Shipping Act; while in section 21
a number of powers are given to the
board which they can exercice, and these
are powers similar to those given to boards
of this kind in England, which will be
found in section 729 of the Merchant
Shipping Act, 1894,  With the exception
of these two clanses, the rest of the Bill
is mere consolidation. The Bill sub-
stitutes, in lieu of our superintendent of
wafer police, the * port authority,” who
is interpreted to bhe the Collector of
Customs or any of his officersauthorised to
act for him in any port. Itisfound impos-
sible to work these Acts now, owing to
there being mno  officers  holding the
position naned in the old statutes; and it
is well we should put the regulation of
these passenger-carrving vessels under a
live authority, and take away the power
from the dead ones. Tbus, the Collector
of Customs will be armed, under this
Bill, with the powers which the English
Merchant Shipping Act intended that
someone should be armed with. If hon.
members think there is any other new
feature 1 the Bill, by referring to the
margin they will find the statute referred
to, and will find it has been the law for
years. The Bill will be a useful meusure,
if for no other recason than that it repeals
8 Acts on the subject, and consolidates
them into this one Act. It also appoints
the Collector of Customs as the port
authority in liew of the old Superiu-
tendent of Whater Police. 1 wmove that
this Bill be read a second time.

Mr. RANDELL: I notice, in Scction
7, that vessels are allowed to carry one
person to every two tons of registered
tonnage. This would mean that some
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vessels would be allowed to carry 2,000
passengers; but I do not think any
vessel can accommodate that number.
The clause says the passengers are
to be accommodated below the deck,
but it does not say how they are to
be accommodated.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
ig a copy of the present section. We can
deal with it in committee.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 840, p.m., till
the next Tuesday.

Fegislatibe

Tuesday, 29th September, 18Y6.

Gounceil,

Hansard Reports: publieation of—Telegraph Tine to
Nullagine--Jettics on Swan River—Formativn of
Independeut Party: motion for adjournment—
Customs Duties Repeal Bill:  thi reading—
Fobaceo (Unmanufactured) Duty Bill: third read-
ing=—Bankruptcy Act Amendment Bill: second

rending—Perth Park Streets or Roads Closure Bill: -

first recading—Transfer of Land Act, 1393, Amend-
went Bill: Tegislntive Assembly’s Amendments—
Adjournment.

Tee PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) took the chair at 4-30 o’clock,
Pp-m.

HANSARD REPORTS: PUBLICATION OF.

Tue Hox. F. T.CROWDER : T desire
to ask the Hon. the Minister for Mines,
without notice, whether any steps have
been taken to carry out the resolution
which was passed at the last sitting of
this House in reference to the publication
of the debates.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) : The hon, member must give
notice of the question.
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Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittencaom) : Tam quite prepared
to answer the question without notice. I
am pleased to be able to say that arrange-
ments have been made whereby the de-
bates will be published for the remainder
of the session as they were last vear. As
far as practicable, a report will be pub-
lished on the day following the sitting of
the House, and I hope this will be satis-
factory to hon. members.

TELEGRAPH LINE TO NULLAGINE.

Tue Hon. D. MEKAY asked the
Minister of Mines: 1. Whether it is the
intention of the Government to extend
the telegraph line to the Nullagine Gold-
fields at once. 2. And if not, when do
the Government propose to do so.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hen.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I would like to make
one or two remarks on this question. T
bave locked into the papers connected
with it, and I find that this line was
promised to the people of Nullagine.
‘When once the present Government have
given their word in regard to anything it
is always adhbered to. My answer to the
hon. member's question is ** Yes, and that
instructions have been given to have the
work put in hand at once.”

JETTIES ON THE 8WAN RIVER.

Tue Hox. ¥. M. STONE: I move—
“'That, in the opinion of this House—I.
No rights or leases should be granted by
the Groverbment to any company or per-
son to construct jetties in the Swan River,
without providing that the public have
free access to such jetties and the right
to use the same atall times, 2. That any
rights already granted not providing for
such free access and rights be at once
determined.” With the permission of the
House I would ask leave to strike out the
word “already ™ in the second part of the
motion, and subsiitute the words * after
the first day of January, 1896.”

Tue Hox. D. K. CONGDON : I should
like to know why the hon. member desires
this alteration.

Tre Hox. F. M. STONE: I will
explain it presently.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. S8Sir @.
Shenton) : If there is any objection the
hon. member can amend his motion and
bring it on to-morrow,



